
Protecting Children Online:  How to Spot and Prevent 
Fraud 

In today’s digital age, children are spending more time online than ever before.  
While the internet offers endless opportunities for learning and entertainment, it 
also presents risks, particularly when it comes to fraud.  These days, fraudsters are 
actively targeting children in hopes of capturing their personal information or using 
them as a gateway to their parent’s information. It’s crucial for both children and 
parents to be aware of these risks and take proactive steps to stay safe. Here’s some 
information that can help: 

 

Common Ways Children Are Targeted 
 
 Videos:  With the rise of video-sharing platforms like YouTube and TikTok, children are often drawn to engaging 
content.  However, fraudsters may exploit this with misleading videos containing clickbait titles or thumbnails.  These 
videos may contain links to malicious websites or deceptive offers where children are encouraged to enter sensitive 
information.  They could also contain direct access to private forums or chatrooms where predators lurk. 
 Shared Devices:  Many families share devices like computers, tablets, or smartphones.  While convenient, this 
practice can also pose risks as children may inadvertently access fraudulent websites or click on suspicious links 
associated with malware.  Once installed, malware can capture keystrokes allowing your sensitive information or 
credentials to be sent directly to a fraudster the next time you access an online account. 
 Gaming Platforms:  Gaming platforms are popular among children, but they can also be targeted by fraudsters.  
Fake in-game purchases, deceptive offers, and even predators who lurk within gaming communities commonly exploit 
the trusting nature of children.  Parents should educate their children about the risks associated with online gaming 
and teach them to recognize and report suspicious activity right away. 
 Password Sharing:  Does your child know your password? Sharing passwords with friends or strangers can have 
serious consequences, especially if you reuse passwords across multiple accounts.  Fraudsters may convince children 
to divulge credentials that they can use to gain access to your personal accounts. This often leads to identity theft and 
even significant financial loss.  It’s essential to teach children the importance of using strong, unique passwords and 
never sharing them with anyone, even friends.  

Tips for Staying Safe 

 
 Establish clear rules and guidelines for online activities, including which websites are safe to visit and what 
information can be shared. 
 Foster open communication with your children about their online experiences, encouraging them to speak up if 
they encounter anything uncomfortable or suspicious. 
 Educate children about the warning signs of fraud, like requests for sensitive information or offers that seem too 
good to be true. 
 Regularly review privacy settings on devices and online accounts to ensure maximum security. 
 Use parental controls and monitoring software to supervise children’s online activities and limit their exposure to 
potentially harmful content.  


