
The Dangers of Romance Scams:  Protecting 
Your Heart and Wallet 

As Valentine’s Day approaches, love is in the air, but so are online 
predators looking to exploit vulnerable hearts.  Imagine this:  You 
receive a message from a charming stranger on social media, 
seemingly innocent and flattering.  Little do you know, this could 
be the beginning of a romance scam, a deceitful scheme designed 
to steal not only your time and affection but also your heard earned 
money. 

The Trap Unfolds: 

What starts as a seemingly genuine connection quickly escalates into a whirlwind romance.  The scammer 
showers you with compliments, affectionate messages, and promises of a future together.  However, as 
the relationship progresses, subtle red flags begin to emerge.  They may avoid phone or video calls and 
will find various excuses not to meet in person, so they maintain their anonymity.   

Recognizing the Red Flags: 

 Too Good to Be True:  Be cautious if the person displays an unrealistic level of affection or 
professes love too quickly, especially without having met you in person. 

 Financial Requests:  Beware of requests for money or financial assistance, especially if they 
provide an elaborate sob story or say there’s an emergency. 

 Inconsistencies:  Pay attention to inconsistencies in their stories or excuses for not being able to 
meet or video chat.  Scammers often trip up on details while they weave their web of lies. 

 Pressure Tactics:  Watch out for pressure tactics aimed at rushing you into making decisions or 
sending money.  Legitimate relationships evolve naturally, without coercion.  

Staying Safe: 

 Guard Personal Information:  Never share sensitive personal or financial information with 
anyone you’ve met online.  Scammers use this information to manipulate or defraud you.  

 Trust Your Instincts:  If something feels off or too good to be true, trust your instincts and talk to 
someone you really know and trust before taking any action.  Don’t ignore warning signs just 
because you’re hopeful for love.   

 Report Suspicious Activity:  If you suspect you’re being targeted by a romance scammer, report 
their profile to the social media platform and cease all communication immediately. 

Love is a beautiful thing, but it’s important to approach online relationships with vigilance and skepticism.  
By familiarizing yourself with the red flags and taking proactive measures to protect your heart and wallet, 
you can navigate the digital dating landscape safely.  Remember, genuine love doesn’t come with a price 
tag or hidden agenda.  Stay informed, stay cautious, and stay safe this Valentine’s Day and beyond. 


