
Common cents
Budgeting in the real world!

Choose a lifestyle & Career and We Will take 
you on a real world budgeting adventure!

Monthly 
payment Utilities

Monthly 
payment Utilities

Cozy & Cute

Monthly 
payment Utilities

Monthly 
payment Utilities

close quarters

upscale paradise

$2,000 $400

$850 $150$250$1,000

$1,500 $350

Suburban dream

Go on to 
transportation

Take a chance:
Life brings unexpected 
events; some bring 
money, other expenses.

FLIP A COIN to 
reveal your fate.

Heads
Your cell phone is 

stolen and you 
must spend $900 to 
replace it. You may 

pay in monthly 
installments of $75.

Tails
To help you build 

your savings 
account, your 

grandma deposits 
$25/month into 

your savings.

or

INCOME

Choose a dream career
Circle a career that interests You, and then start on 

the next page to start paying your bills. Enter the 
monthly income, tax, and student repayment amounts 

in your budget table.

High School 
Diploma/ Trades

Associate’s 
Degree

Bachelor’s
Degree

Professional or
Doctoral Degree

Secretary Accountant

Master’s 
Degree

Plumber

U.S Army - Private

Photographer

Bank Teller

Income: $37,000/yr

$3,080/month

Taxes: $180/month

Income: $51,000/yr

$4,250/month

Taxes: $300/month

Income: $19,000/yr

$1,600/month

Taxes: $80/month

Income: $34,000/yr

$2,830/month

Taxes: $160/month

Income: $30,000/yr

$2,500/month

Taxes: $130/month

Paralegal

Income: $50,000/yr

$4,170/month

Taxes: $290/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$180/month

Income: $73,000/yr

$6,080/month

Taxes: $540/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$180/month

Income: $123,000/yr

$10,250/month

Taxes: $1,310/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$180/month

Dental Hygenist

Air Tra�c Controller

Income: $66,000/yr

$5,500/month

Taxes: $450/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$180/month

Income: $80,000/yr

$6,670/month

Taxes: $630/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$180/month

Web Developer

Radiation Therapist

Income: $68,000/yr

$5,670/month

Taxes: $480/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$310/month

Income: $93,000/yr

$7,750/month

Taxes: $800/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$440/month

Income: $208,000/yr

$17,330/month

Taxes: $3,080/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$1,280/month

Dietitian

Income: $59,000/yr

$4,920/month

Taxes: $480/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$310/month

Income: $61,000/yr

$5,080/month

Taxes: $390/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$310/month

Income: $65,000/yr

$5,420/month

Taxes: $440/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$310/month

Income: $58,000/yr

$4,830/month

Taxes: $360/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$310/month

Zoologist

Multimedia Artist

Teacher

Principal

Income: $101,000/yr

$8,420/month

Taxes: $930/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$440/month

Economist

Librarian

Income: $58,000/yr

$4,830/month

Taxes: $360/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$440/month

Income: $47,000/yr

$3,920/month

Taxes: $270/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$440/month

Social Worker

Doctor

Income: $89,000/yr

$7,420/month

Taxes: $740/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$1,280/month

Veterinarian

Income: $118,000/yr

$9,830/month

Taxes: $1,220/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$1,280/month

Lawyer

Income: $85,000/yr

$7,080/month

Taxes: $690/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$1,280/month

Physical Therapist

Professor
Income: $70,000/yr

$5,833/month

Taxes: $530/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$440/month

Pharmacist
Income: $126,000/yr

$10,500/month

Taxes: $1,400/month

Student Loan Payment: 

$1,280/month

Go!Learn is an award-winning educational program provided 
by Legence Bank to educate, inform, and encourage �nancial 

knowledge to the communities Legence Bank serves. 

QUESTIONS???
Call our Go!Learn Coordinator at 618-297-9873! Go!Learn

FINANCIAL LITERACY

Save, Share, Spend

Legence Bank



Monthly 
payment

Transportation

How will you get around?
Stop & Go Monthly 

payment
FUEL

Expense

Putt-Putt

Off-Road

Zoom-zoom

Monthly 
payment

FUEL
Expense

Monthly 
payment

FUEL
Expense

Monthly 
payment

FUEL
Expense

$200 $0/month

$300 $150/month

$450 $250/month

$400/month$800

Take a chance:
Life brings unexpected 
events; some bring 
money, other expenses.

FLIP A COIN to 
reveal your fate.

Heads
You win $600 
from a radio 

contest paid in 
$50 monthly 
installments 

over the year.

Tails
Last year, you made a 

mistake on your 
taxes. You now must 
repay the $1,200 you 

owe in monthly 
payments of $100. 

or

Connectivity

You have to keep in touch!
Choose as many as you want.

Phone
EXPENSE $80/month

High Speed Internet
EXPENSE $70/month

Streaming services
EXPENSE $50/month

SAVINGS

Don’t Forget to pay yourself!
SAVING

Rate
CalculationSimple

SAver

savvy
SAver

Super
Saver

5% /month Divide monthly income by 20

SAVING
Rate

Calculation

10% /month Divide monthly income by 10

SAVING
Rate

Calculation

20% /month Divide monthly income by 5

Clothing

EXPENSE $40/month

EXPENSE $120/month

EXPENSE $250/month

What to wear, what to wear?
The 

thrifter

The 
Trendsetter

The Glamour 
Guru

Entertainment

EXPENSE $100/month

EXPENSE $250/month

EXPENSE $400/month

What will you do for fun?
The STay
AT Home

The 
Weekender

The big 
spender

Food

What will you eat?
Expense Description

Expense

Basic
Basket

common
Cuisine

Royal
FEast

$400/month just the necessities, 
all generic brands

DESCRIPTION

Mix of basic goods, Name Brand 
Items & restaurant Meals

Expense DESCRIPTION

$600/month

$1,000/month

Expense

Mix of organic, gourmet items &
restaurant meals

Budget

As you plan for the future, you’ll need to check that your budget balances 
(balance=0). If your budget is balanced, you’ve put aside money as 
savings and planned for your expenses. You’ll also be better prepared to 
handle unexpected events! If by chance something adds to your income, 
you’ll have a surplus which means you have more money available to 
save or spend. If it’s an unexpected expense, you’ll have a shortfall. You’ll 
need to use some of your savings or reduce your expenses.

INCOME

Time to pay your billS!
Enter the amounts you selected in the 
appropriate space. Use a pencil in case 

you need to adjust.

MONTHLY $
AMOUNT

DISPOSABLE INCOME
(Income - Taxes) 

MONEY AVAILABLE FOR SPENDING
(Disposable Income - Student Loan Repayment - Savings)

= BALANCE
(Money Available for Spending - Spending)

SURPLUS/SHORTFALL
(Balance +/- Chances)

+/- Chance 2
+/- Chance 1 +/-

+/-

Income
- Taxes -

=

=

- $340

=

=

-

-

-

-
-
-

-
-

- Student Loan Repayment
- Savings

- Housing (include utilities)

- Transportation (include fuel)
- Connectivity (include all options selected)
- Clothing

- Entertainment

- Food
- Health Care (average spending)


